There are many options for schooling in Indiana. This chart summarizes some of the differences
among the various types. When choosing a school, it is best to visit the school and meet with

Types of Schools

teachers and administrators as well as speok to parents and students Qﬂending the school. All

in Indiana

Admissions

Oversight &
Accountability

Tuition

Funding

Meals

Special Ed and
English Language
Learners

Transportation

ILEARN Testing

Rights and protections for
students are fewer the farther

Traditional Public
School

Must accept all in the
district at any time;
may accept transfers

Elected school board that
meet in public;
accountable to community

No tuition. But may
have fees for
activities, ’rechno|ogy,

specio| courses, efc.

Publicly funded by

sales, income, use, and
property ftax

Participates in National

School Lunch Program;

provides free meals to
those who qualify

Must provide SPED
and ELL services

Provides free busing
to those that quc1|iicy

Required to
administer

one travels from public school

types of schoo|ing, except homeschool, can be either in person or online or both.

Charter School

Open to all, but
may have limited
spots

Charter authorizer

that may not be local;
privately managed

No tuition. But may
have fees for
activities, ’reci’mo|ogy,
special courses, etfc.

Publicly funded by

sales, income, use, and
sometimes property tax

Ask school if it provides
breakfast and lunch and
participates in National
School Lunch Program

Must provide SPED and
ELL services

Does not have to
provide busing

Required to
administer

Private “Choice”
School

Does not have to
accept all
students

Privately managed

Charges tuition and fees
but accepts government
subsidies such as “Choice
Scholarships” and/or
provides scho|orships and
discounts

Privately funded and
publicly funded by
50|es, income, use, but
NOT property tax

Ask school if it provides
breakfast and lunch and
participates in National
School Lunch Program

Does not have to

provide SPED and
ELL services, ask
what is provided

Does not have to
provide busing

Required to
administer

Private “Non
Choice” School

Does not have to
accept all
students

Privately managed

Charges tuition and fees
but may provide
sci'io|c1rs|'iips and

discounts, such as a
private tax credit voucher

Privately funded

Ask school if it provides
breakfast and lunch and
participates in National
School Lunch Program

Does not have to

provide SPED and
ELL services, ask
what is provided

Does not have to
provide busing

Not required to
administer

-y

Homeschool

N/A

Overseen and
accountable to the
student’s parents

No tuition. Fees

based on curriculum
and activities as

decided by parent

Privately funded by
the student’s parents

Provided by the

student’s parents

Can obtain SPED
equitable services from
local public school

N/A

Parents are not
allowed to administer

100% parent control. Federal
rights and protections do not
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